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Executive Summary

Over the past year, Roots Academy has continued its mission to nurture a
generation of young Muslims grounded in faith, confident in identity, and equipped
to live with purpose. Since its establishment in 2020, Roots has grown from a single
campus initiative into an international movement, now serving students across
dozens of universities through a carefully structured, in-person education model.

Our work is rooted in the belief that lasting transformation occurs through
consistent learning, trusted relationships, and spaces where young people feel safe
to ask difficult questions and reflect deeply.

This year, Roots is delivering semester-long Islamic education on more than 60
campuses, engaging approximately 3,000 active students and supported by over
75 trained instructors.

Through our five-module Essentials programme, students developed stronger
intellectual foundations, deeper spiritual routines, and healthier personal habits.
Data gathered through our digital ecosystem shows high levels of engagement and
retention, with most participants completing the entire suite of modules and
reporting clearer understanding of worship, character development, and self-
purification.

Roots’ impact extends beyond attendance figures. Our programmes consistently
help students move from passive identification with Islam to active, lived practice.
Surveys and reflections indicate measurable growth in prayer quality, Qur'an
engagement, and emotional wellbeing, alongside renewed confidence in
navigating university life as Muslims.

This transformation is supported by a robust curriculum development process,
rigorous quality assurance, and continuous instructor training, ensuring that
content remains relevant, accessible, and spiritually grounded.

Behind this work stands a largely volunteer-driven organisation, supported by a
growing professional staff team and a network of dedicated instructors, partners,
and donors.

This annual report reflects not only organisational growth, but a collective effort to
revive faith, strengthen character, and build resilient Muslim communities for
generations to come.




Introduction

Message from the Founder

Hisham Abu Yusuf

May Peace, God’s Mercy, and His Blessings be upon you.

All praise is due to God, the Most Merciful, Exceptionally Merciful, the Most High, the
Most Wise. He is without partner nor equal, the One, the Overpowering. To Him
alone belongs all things in the heavens and the earth, from east to west. All
strength and goodness is in His hands; He endows His blessings upon whomever
He wills without measure and withholds them from whoever He wills. His guidance
is the only true guidance, and by Him alone is true success found. May Peace and
Blessings be upon His chosen and final Messenger, Muhammad, the most noble of
humanity, the best of examples; his family, and his companions, to the Day of
Standing.

This year Roots presented at the Spark Awards Finals in Qatar as one of four
finalists out of two thousand global applications. It was incredibly humbling
reflecting on the journey of how Roots started in 2020 in a single classroom in
Nottingham to being a global movement in just six short years by God'’s
assistance.

The desire for this work to expand comes not just from within Roots but from
Muslims across the world. The interest in Roots only grows year on year, the list of
cities expressing desire for a local Roots class has never been longer. Karachi.
Istanbul. Dallas. Nairobi. Kuala Lumpur. Singapore. This past year has really
cemented the global importance of this work and why it needs to not just continue
but to expand.

Throughout the journey we've had numerous testimonials from students and
families sharing how the work has impacted them, transforming their identity and
relationship with God, reviving hearts, and sometimes even saving lives. People
aren't just acknowledging our work based on figures on a sheet, they're feeling it.
We are completely blown away by the support provided and the trust you've
placed in us. Your donations aren't just financial contributions. They're your
commitment to being a part of this global movement. You're saying: we believe in
what you're building. We believe in the people you're serving. We believe this work
matters.




There is so much to be grateful to God for, as shown in this report, communities
that have been served, and lives that have been touched. But beyond the metrics, |
want you to know: you've helped us build something truly visionary. A unique
product that is making a real impact. A team culture where people matter more
than outputs. A mission where mercy isn't a tagline, it's the operating system.

I know we haven’t even touched the surface, but we are committed to diving to the
depths. Building an educational legacy that will last generations by God’s Grace,
producing tomorrow’s movers and shakers. To not just meet the needs of today,
but to set foundations for the future. And with your continued support, God willing,
we'll keep doing this work the way it deserves to be done: with excellence, with
heart, and with presence.

Thank you for walking this path with us. Thank you for believing in something that
goes beyond. Thank you for being companions in this work.

Let's keep building. Together.




Mission and Vision

Vision

A generation of young Muslims
who embody and promote a

God-centred way of life.

Mission

To deliver a structured and
transformative education in

the Essentials of Islam in a way
that lowers barriers to access,
develops a deep certainty, and
inspires action.

Our Values

Rooted in Unity - Many Branches, One Tree

We treat every detail as a trust (Amanah). We strive for beauty and
sincerity, knowing that while we pedal the bike, Allah provides the
propulsion (Tawfiq).

Rooted in Excellence - Excellence as Worship

We are united by the Qur'an and Sunnah. We rise above divisions,
welcoming all backgrounds and speaking with wisdom to bridge gaps
rather than create them.

Rooted in Transformation -
Connecting Revelation to Reality

We facilitate change that lasts - through community, relatable
instructors, and discussion-driven learning that compels students to
think, act, and grow.



